However what the articles do share is, from different perspectives, the question as to how migration challenges traditional forms of (nationally defined) political community, citizenship and sovereignty. It is one of the most remarkable developments in this respect that the provisions established by the nation-state tend to be increasingly dysfunctional or, may be better, overly narrow to cope with transborder mobility and practices of migrants. Yet at the same there do not seem to be any politically or socially feasible options available to replace the nation-state as the The ambitions of the European Union to move migration and asylum policies to the community level can be seen as one promising approach to deal with this reality.
Yet, the very idea of depriving nation-states of sovereignty in this field and relegating power to European authorities generates a host of important questions: Is the envisioned European citizenship regime a feasible alternative to the seemingly inadequately prepared nationally defined notion of community? What form of a collective identity does this supra-national political community invoke to generate trust, loyalty and solidarity among its citizens? How deeply entrenched are patterns of an emerging European identity into national contexts?
Migration thus can be seen to be at the root of the current transformation of political community and citizenship in Europe. This issue brings together articles that focus on three major issues of this transformation: the changing images of national identity and community, the politicization of migration in political discourse, and the political response in terms of redesigning citizenship provisions at the European level. 
Politicizing migration in political discourse
Another way of looking at the political consequences of migration and multiculturalism is to investigate its role in mainstream public and political discourse.
Here we are faced with a telling paradox of how this issue is being dealt with in public debates n European societies: On the one hand, issues of immigration are closely linked to the -rational -debate about Europe's future labour market and its aging society. Here the overwhelming majority of parties show a surprisingly similar pragmatic approach to the issue of immigration: it is perceived to be an inevitable component for how European countries need to prepare for the future. On the other hand, however, this issue has been employed in a populist fashion designed to evoke emotional attachment to those allegedly defending national interests and identity. In times of an ever closer resemblance of two major catch-all parties, the issue of immigration has repeatedly been used as an effective political device to polarize the electorate and to re-instate strong party allegiances. In particular against the background of the process of European integration and globalization the issue of immigration and citizenship is one prominent field in which fears, concerns and 
